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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Lasting Joy

Loving God,
all that was broken, you bind up,
all that was lost, you restore.
We rejoice that you have come to save us,
but sometimes we weaken and lose heart.
When we grow tired, give us your strength.
When we grow fearful and uncertain,

give us your resolve.

When we forget you in times of pain
and sorrow,
inspire us anew with your love
and consolation.
Heal all that ails our hearts
so that we may walk with unwavering faith
into the everlasting joy of your kingdom.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sunday, December 15, 2019

Come What May
=

Today’s Readings: Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10; Psalm 146:6-7, 8-9,
9-10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2—11. On this Gaudete
Sunday, we rejoice that we will soon celebrate the
Incarnation. Our excitement increases as schools let out,
Christmas parties begin, and stores ramp up their bargains.
With so much going on, the joy of Christmas might feel
effortless, but our readings remind us that true joy comes
from commitment and perseverance.

St. James urges us to be patient and steadfast in our
faith despite whatever unkindness or injustice assails us. It
is easy to be joyful when things are going well; it shows true
faith to remain uplifted when life gets hard. The prophet
Isaiah knows this, too. He prophesied that God would bring

back those who were forced to leave their homes because of
war. Any who wish to share in this glorious future, however,
must remain strong and steadfast for the long journey home.

For John the Baptist and others, remaining steadfast in
joyful hope meant accepting that God’s plan of salvation
was unfolding differently than they thought it would.
Although Jesus revealed God’s compassion, in other ways he
was not the messiah they wanted. Some people were even
offended by Jesus. It took effort for people to set aside their
expectations and receive Jesus with joy.

This Sunday we ask ourselves what could steal our joy
away, and we recommit ourselves to being strong, patient,
and steadfast in faith, come what may.
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THIS WEEK AT HOME

Monday, December 16

Speaking Truly

Balaam, who was not an Israelite, was called upon by a for-
eign leader to curse God’s people. Instead, Balaam blesses
Israel. Despite what others want, Balaam obeys God. Despite
challenges to his authority, Jesus also persists in proclaiming
God’s word. Make a list of people who have bravely spoken
God’s word in the face of opposition. Reflect on what they
teach you about staying true to God’s word. Today’s
Readings: Numbers 24:2-7, 15—17a; Psalm 25:4—5ab, 6 and
7bc, 8-9; Matthew 21:23-27.

Tuesday, December 17

Jewish Savior

Judah was one of the twelve tribes of ancient Israel. Because
it was the only tribe to survive a series of foreign attacks,
other nations came to refer to the region this tribe inhabited
as Judea and to its people as Jews. In his genealogy of Jesus,
Matthew is careful to show that Jesus is both Jewish and of
the tribe of Judah. Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s promises
to his people. The Catholic Church’s use of the O Antiphons
highlights Jesus’ Jewish roots. List the O Antiphons and pray
with them until Christmas. Today’s Readings: Genesis 49:2,
8-10; Psalm 72:1-2, 3—4ab, 7-8, 17; Matthew 1:1-17.

Wednesday, December 18

The Ultimate Salvation

While prophesying that God would save his people, Jeremiah
refers to the people’s enslavement in Egypt and then to the
invasion of Assyria centuries later. During both of these
times God’s people experienced enslavement and suffering.
When the angel appears to Joseph, he announces that Jesus
will save all people from the greatest of all enslavements: sin
and death. Make a paper chain and hang it on your tree as a
reminder of the bondage from which Christ has freed us.
Today’s Readings: Jeremiah 23:5-8; Psalm 72:1-2, 12-13,
18—19; Matthew 1:18-25.

r——

LIP

Kv by the Archdiocese of Chicago on February 27, 2019.

© 2019 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Written by Edrianne Ezell. Illustrated by Boris Stoilov.
Scripture quotations are from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, CCD. Permission to publish granted

(& = e )
RIAS < [ Q 4 5
X {(=] g ,. I .\ N ([ 3 N
) ;
4 :
i
|
g i ©
PR 4
= N IS
Thursday, December 19
Conceptions

We might not know the story of the wife of Manoah, but
Zechariah definitely would have heard of her. He also would
know the stories of Sarah and Hannah, two other women in
the Old Testament who unexpectedly conceived a child.
Despite knowing such stories from his own religious heri-
tage, Zechariah questions Gabriel’s prophecy. Help people to
celebrate God’s gift of life by bringing donations to a local
pregnancy center or by volunteering at a shelter for women
and children. Today’s Readings: Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a;
Psalm 71:3—4a, 5—6ab, 16—17: Luke 1:5-25.

Friday, December 20

Trust

King Ahaz did not want to ask for a sign because a sign
would require his doing something that would probably
cost him. God asks Mary to do something that will also
significantly change her life, but she obeys. Nothing like this
had ever happened in the history of her people, yet Mary
entrusts herself to God’s extraordinary plan. Surprise some-
one with an unexpected act of kindness today as a way
of sharing God’s wondrous goodness. Today’s Readings:
Isaiah 7:10—14; Psalm 24:1-2, 3—4ab, 5-6; Luke 1:26-38.

Saturday, December 21

Leaping for Joy

Our hearts leap for joy at the Incarnation, as we hope they’ll
leap again for joy at our Lord’s return in glory. All of the
readings for today remind us that our God in whom we place
our hope and trust will work wonders in our lives. Read both
options for the First Readings, then compose your own joyful
song of praise to God. Today’s Readings: Song of Songs 2:8—
14 or Zephaniah 3:14—18a; Psalm 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21;
Luke 1:39-45.
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Gozo perdurable

Dios de amor,

todo lo roto, tu lo vendas

todo lo perdido, lo restauras.

Nos regocijamos porque has venido
a salvarnos,

aunque a veces desfallezcamos
y nos desanimamos.

LA

Si nos vamos agotando, fortalécenos.

Si tememos y desconfiamos, reafirmanos.

Si te olvidamos por la pena y la tristeza,

infindenos tu amor y consuelo.

Cura todas las heridas de nuestro corazon,

para que crezcamos con fe inquebrantable

en la alegria interminable de tu reino.

Te lo pedimos por Cristo nuestro Sefor.
Amén.

Domingo, 15 de diciembre de 2019

Pase lo que pase
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Lecturas del dia: Isaias 35:1-6a, 10; Salmo 146:6-7, 8-9,
9-10; Santiago 5:7-10; Mateo 11:2—11. Es Domingo de
Gaudete y nos alegramos porque pronto celebraremos la
Encarnacién. Crece nuestra emociéon a medida que las
escuelas terminan, las fiestas de Navidad comienzan y las
tiendas multiplican sus ofertas. Con tantas cosas sucediendo,
no es dificil sentir la alegria de la Navidad, aunque las lec-
turas nos recuerdan que la verdadera alegria proviene del
compromiso y la perseverancia.

La epistola de Santiago nos llama a ser pacientes y fir-
mes en la fe, aunque nos asalten maldades e injusticias. Es
facil alegrarse cuando las cosas van bien; pero se nota la fe
verdadera cuando la vida se vuelve dificil. Lo sabe bien el
profeta Isafas. El anuncié que Dios traerfa de vuelta a los
que tuvieron que dejar sus hogares por causa de la guerra.

Todo el que quiera compartir este glorioso futuro, sin
embargo, debe permanecer fuerte y firme para el largo viaje
de retorno a casa.

Para Juan Bautista y otros, permanecer firme en la ale-
gre esperanza significa aceptar que el plan de salvacién de
Dios se esta desarrollando de manera diferente a lo que pen-
saban. A pesar de que Jesdis manifiesta la compasion de
Dios, en otras expresiones no es el mesfas que ellos querrian.
Incluso, algunas personas se sienten ofendidas por Jesus.
Cuesta mucho a las personas dejar sus expectativas y recibir
a Jesus con alegria.

Hoy debemos preguntarnos qué podria robar nuestra
alegria, y comprometemos a mantenernos pacientes y firmes
en la fe, pase lo que pase.



ESTA SEMANA EN CASA

Lunes, 16 de diciembre
De hecho

Balam no era israelita; fue llamado por un rey extranjero
para maldecir al pueblo de Dios, pero Balam lo bendijo.
Balam obedece a Dios a pesar de lo que otros quieren. Igual
hizo Jestis. Haga una lista de las personas que hayan pronun-
ciado con valentia palabra de Dios frente a la oposicidn.
Medite cémo mantenernos fieles a la palabra de Dios.
Lecturas del dia: Nviimeros 24:2-7, 15—17a; Salmo 25:4-5ab,
6y 7bc, 8-9; Mateo 21:23-27.

Martes, 17 de diciembre

Redentor judio

Jud4 fue una de las doce tribus de Israel. Porque sobrevivié a
las devastaciones extranjeras, otras naciones llamaban
“Judea” a su tierra y a su gente “judios”. En su genealogia
de Jestis, Mateo muestra que Jesis es tanto judio como de
la tribu de Juda. Jesus es el cumplimiento de las promesas
de Dios a su pueblo. El uso de la Iglesia Catélica de
las “Antifonas O” resalta las raices judias de Jesus. Enliste
las “Antifonas O” y ore con ellas hasta Navidad. Lecturas del
dia: Génesis 49:2, 8—10; Salmo 72:1-2, 3—4ab, 7-8, 17;
Mateo 1:1-17.

Miércoles, 18 de diciembre

La salvacion definitiva

Cuando profetiza que Dios salvara a su pueblo, Jeremias se
refiere a la esclavitud del pueblo en Egipto y luego a la inva-
sién de Asiria mds tarde. En ambos eventos, el pueblo de Dios
experiment6 la esclavitud y el sufrimiento. Cuando el dngel
se le aparece a José, €l anuncia que Jests salvard a todas las
personas de la mds grande de todas las esclavitudes: el
pecado y la muerte. Haga una cadena de papel y cuélguela en
el drbol navidefio como recuerdo de la esclavitud de la cual
Cristo nos ha liberado. Lecturas del dia: Jeremias 23:5-8;
Salmo 72:1-2, 1213, 18-19; Mateo 1:18-25.
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Jueves, 19 de diciembre

Embarazos

Quiz4 no conozcamos la historia de la esposa de Manoaj,
pero Zacarias definitivamente habria oido hablar de ella.
También conoceria relatos sobre Sara y Ana, dos mujeres en
el Antiguo Testamento que inesperadamente concibieron un
hijo. Con todo y que esas historias pertenecen a su caudal
religioso, Zacarias cuestiona el anuncio de Gabriel. Ayude a
las personas a celebrar el regalo de la vida de Dios y lleve
donaciones a un centro de embarazo local u ofrézcase como
voluntaria en un refugio para mujeres y nifios. Lecturas del
dia: Jueces 13:2-7, 24-25a; Salmo 71:3—4a, 5—-6ab, 16—17;
Lucas 1:5-25.

Viernes, 20 de diciembre

Confianza

El rey Acaz no quiso pedir una sefial porque una sefial le
exigirfa la total sumisién; se rehisa. A Marfa, Dios le pide
que haga algo que cambiar4 significativamente su vida, y ella
obedece. Nada como esto habia sucedido en la historia de su
pueblo, pero Marfa se entrega al extraordinario plan de Dios.
Sorprenda hoy a alguien con un inesperado gesto de amabi-
lidad, como una forma de compartir la maravillosa bondad
de Dios. Lecturas del dia: Isaias 7:10—14; Salmo 24:1-2,
3—4ab, 5-6; Lucas 1:26-38.

Sabado, 21 de diciembre

Saltos de alegria

Por la Encarnacidn, nuestro corazén salta de gozo, y espera-
mos que vuelva a saltar de gozo ante el regreso de nuestro
Sefior en la gloria. Hoy, todas las lecturas nos recuerdan
que nuestro Dios, en quien ponemos nuestra esperanza
y confianza, hace maravillas en nuestras vidas. Lea las dos
primeras lecturas, luego componga su propia cancién
para alabar a Dios. Lecturas del dia: Cantar de los Cantares
2:8-14 o Sofonias 3:14—18a; Salmo 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21;
Lucas 1:39—45.
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